
 
 
 
The AGM of the Leeds & Broomfield Churches (The Friends) was in October 
2010 and following my election as the new ‘Chair’ I was delighted to join such 
an experienced and competent committee. They had worked together over 
the years with Jonathan and June Harrison who have been such active 
supporters and organisers of the Friends. 
The main function of The Friends is to raise money to help maintain and 
improve these two beautiful Church buildings so they may be enjoyed by the 
community. This is for the use of the church itself which includes Christenings, 
Weddings and Funerals and as the historic centre of our communities. 
In this The Friends have been particularly successful raising well over 
£35,000 since 1999. 
This year has again made a useful ongoing contribution to this fund of over 
££4,000. This has been considerably helped by Simon Brice advising us on 
how to thin plums in his plum orchard for us to organise ‘pick your own’. The 
proceeds go to The Friends so we indebted to Simon for this generous 
gesture and to all those teams who helped cover the PYO days. 
The actual contribution to the churches has been:- 
£330 from the Mayor’s Fund donation through Peter Parvin for smaller works 
Up to £5,600 has been allocated to deal with damaged plaster walls in Leeds 
Church. 
The Friends have also organised the various events to not only raise money 
but to also be enjoyable and to bring members of the two villages including 
Kingswood together. Recently we held another very successful Jazz in the 
Garden (Jonathan and June’s lovely garden with Peter and Mike helping set 
up). It was blessed with glorious weather, the Chicago Jazz Men’s great 
music, a hotdog stand (thanks Tom) and homemade cakes (thanks Ladies) 
and some wonderful picnics to which 130 attended for a wonderful afternoon. 
We also had in attendance The Sunday Telegraph photo journalist doing a 
published feature of the event 
Plum PYO is currently in full swing and a Beetle Drive family evening is 
planned for Sat 15th October 2011 at Kingswood Village Hall when we hope to 
see some new faces perhaps winning prizes. 
 Your Committee functionally is seeking extra help with the Webb site and has 
updated The Membership Application form .They have contacted members 
who are happy to allow us to contact them by email saving money and  
 

 

Chairman’s Report 
 

Living in times of great change and uncertainties many of us identify with those things around us 
that are constant. In our own villages of Leeds and Broomfield there are many constants including 
the beautiful countryside, the proximity of Leeds castle, historic houses, the village pub, and our 
parish churches.  These things are part of the reason why we choose to live where we do. 
However, all these things need to be looked after if they are to remain. This is particularly true 
where our ancient parish churches are concerned.   
 
At Broomfield, St Margaret’s church needs urgent work on the tower stonework and at St 
Nicholas church in Leeds the roof is in dire need of work to prevent leaking and crumbling.  Many 
other repairs and renewals are needed and this all takes money.  Whilst the church itself 
maintains a fund for the fabric of these churches there is never enough.   
 
The Friends of Leeds and Broomfield Churches, through your subscriptions, donations and support 
of our numerous fund raising events are able to provide some of the money needed. This has 
helped to keep these ancient buildings in working order since ‘The Friends’ was set up in 2001. 
Our treasurer recently produced figures showing the total amount donated to the two churches 
since 2001 which has been almost £32,000. 
 
This year our fund raising events have included the ever popular and successful ‘Pick your own 
Plums’ and a Flower Festival that transformed Leeds Church with the beautiful arrangements 
celebrating various anniversaries occurring in 2016. Among the anniversaries depicted were 
William Shakespeare, Beatrix Potter, Capability Brown, The Great Fire of London, and the Queen’s 
90th Birthday. 
 
Thank you for your continued membership and support of our events. Your donations are 
particularly needed at this time to help us maintain the desperately needed funds. Please do ask 
any friends or neighbours who may be interested in joining or anyone else who cares about 
preserving our beautiful historic village churches.  Details of membership application forms can be 
found on the next page of this Report or alternatively please do visit our website at 
www.friendslbc.org.uk for further information. 
 
Christine Sharp - Chair 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please come along to our tea party and  
Friends AGM 2016  

 

Thursday 27 October at 3.30pm 
At St Nicholas’ Church, Leeds 

Free tea and homemade cakes for those attending! 

 

http://www.friendslbc.org.uk/

